BETWEEN A PEOPLE AND MANKIND
"It seems to me that your European education has brought you to a closer understanding of your own people, or that you first began by studying other peoples; as a widely travelled man returns home somewhat late in life to seek and find a wife. Was that not a definite advantage to you?"
"I am not nationalistic/' Masaryk replied, "in the sense of the present-day radical nationalist parties. Of course I was born a Czech, and I cannot undo the fact of my birth, just as the German has been born a German. Why should I be against him from the cradle upwards, as it were? But if he takes up a hostile attitude towards me, then I must oppose him. My patriotism is positive. It is very easy to preach hatred of the foreigner. But it is very difficult to get an understanding of one's own people, to criticise them and improve them. A professional patriot speaks unkindly not merely of other nations but also of his own fellow-countrymen who happen to hold different views from his. And everywhere there are heaps of patriots who make a profitable business of their patriotism."
"Was it in this spirit," I asked, "was it out of human feeling that in your forties you endeavoured to bring about a conciliation between the Czechs
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